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CHAPTER V.
BACON'S   PHILOSOPHICAL   AND  RELIGIOUS   OPINIONS.
I PROPOSED in the former part of this chapter, to consider Bacon^s philosophical opinions, as distinct from his opinions on Logic and the Method of Science. I shall then pass on to his religious opinions, which may conveniently be considered in the same chapter.
Bacon was not the founder of a philosophical school. Indeed, there is no character which he would himself have more emphatically repudiated. " First of all, then, I must request men not to suppose that after the fashion of the ancient Greeks, and of certain moderns, as Telesius, Patricius, Severi-nus, I wish to found a new sect in philosophy " (Nov. Org. book i. aph. 116). But, though not the founder of any special school of philosophy, it seems to me unquestionable               |
that his exposition of his method, and, perhaps, also individual               \
expressions in his writings, contributed in no small degree to               I
the creation of what is commonly called the empirical school of English philosophy. As, however, I shall discuss this question in the next chapter, it is unnecessary that I should dwell upon it here. It may be enough to say that, like Socrates, he rather gave an impulse to others, and suggested new lines of inquiry, than elaborated a definite system of his own.
But, at the same time, it is interesting to ask what the opinions of Bacon were, so far as we can gather them, on thea determination to make good at all hazards a preconceived opinion; and yet this appears to be the principal source from which many Englishmen now derive their estimate of the scientific and philosophical significance of their illustrious countryman.
